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the friendship of George O. Trevelyan, the new Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland, and the enthusiastic support of the Reverend
Harold Rylett of Belfast, of Father Thomas Dawson, O.M.I.,
of Glencree, and of Dr. James E. Kelly of Dublin. Other lesser
figures in Ireland rallied to his cause.
In England and Scotland he found enthusiasm for his ideas
among men like Joseph Cowen, proprietor of The Newcastle
Chronicle; Thomas F. Walker, a manufacturer in Birmingham;
and William Saunders, president of the Central News Agency
in London. He was invited to speak in Glasgow at two large
meetings which kindled great enthusiasm and which are con-
sidered by many to mark the beginning of the radical land
movement in Scotland.
George had written to Shaw, "Progress and Poverty is slowly
and steadily making its way—eating in as I am inclined to think
no book of this kind ever did before, and the little Irish Land
Question has certainly produced a considerable effect And
soon now, I think the big discussion is to open and the oxygen
blast will be turned on die smouldering fire." 3
Crossing this letter was one from Shaw which enclosed a
draft for $500. In thanking him, George wrote that the money
"seems to me like the fulcrum for a lever that will help move
the world."4
Nine days later Shaw wrote again to say that $3,000 had
been pledged for the circulation of Progress and Poverty by
someone who wished to remain anonymous.5 With part of this
money Shaw had ordered Appleton to send one thousand copies
of The Irish Land Question and to follow them with an equal
number of the larger book, specially bound, to members of the
Society for Political Education in the United States.
'The great movement we have so often talked about is com-
ing/* George wrote to Dr. Taylor.6 For now, thanks to the
Shaw money and the cooperation of Dr. James C. Durant, who
had a printing office in London, a six-penny edition of 12,000
copies of Progress and Poverty was issued and circulated
throughout the United Kingdom. A three-penny edition of
5,000 copies of The Irish Land Question followed.
An amusing incident occurred during the preparation of this
English paper-bound edition of George's .master work.
One day a stranger sauntered into the composing room of the
Durant plant. Explaining that he had been a printer, he said he
would like to try his hand at the case. Permission was granted

